
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING VOLUNTARY 

“This Little Light of Mine” arr. by Allan Robert Petker 
  

                                                            

The Trinity Chimes, the three chimes heard at the opening of the worship service, represent God our Creator,  

Jesus Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

Think of it as pure joy, my siblings, whenever you face trials of any sort. 

You understand that your faith is put to the test only to make you patient, 

But patience too has its practical results—it’s to make you fully mature and lacking in nothing. 

If you lack wisdom, ask for it from God, who gives generously and ungrudgingly to all, 
and it will be given to you. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                   P. 428 

“For the Healing of the Nations” vs. 1, 2, 4 
For the healing of the nations, 

Lord, we pray with one accord; 

For a just and equal sharing 

Of the things that earth affords; 

To a life of love in action 

Help us rise and pledge our word, 

Help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

Lead us forward, into freedom; 

From despair your world release, 

That, redeemed from war and hatred, 

All may come and go in peace. 

Welcome! We pray that worship at First United Methodist Church is a blessing for you, even as your presence blesses 

us. Since we are currently under pandemic protocols, our time together will differ from our services in the past. Wireless 

hearing aids are available from the ushers. If the last year has taught us anything, it is that being together to worship 

God is an enormous blessing.  
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Show us how through care and goodness 

Fear will die and hope increase, 

Fear will die and hope increase. 

 

You, Creator God, have written 

Your great name on humankind; 

For our growing in your likeness 

Bring the life of Christ to mind, 

That by our response and service 

Earth its destiny may find, 

Earth its destiny may find. 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                             

In spite of many unanswered questions, I believe. 

  

I believe in the living God, the joy of the universe, 

  who is the pulse and purpose of all things seen and unseen, 

  who from the dust of earth calls up living beings to be children of eternity, 

  who through countless ages has provided for us many liberators 

  and tirelessly seeks to bring victory out of defeat and life out of decay. 

  

I believe in Jesus the Christ, God’s true Son, 

  who is bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, 

  who brings healing to the nations  

  through his life, teachings, death, and resurrection, 

  guiding those who trust and serve him to the end of the world. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit of God, 

  within and among all who cherish Christ and God’s way, 

  who brings hope out of despair, love out of apathy, and joy out of sorrow, 

  who unceasingly regenerates and reforms the church 

  that it may always be the contemporary body of the risen Christ, 

  loving the world through prayer, word and deed. 

  

I believe that even I am caught up in the resurgent life of Christ Jesus, 

  and that nothing in life or death can separate me from my Creator’s love and joy. 

  

In spite of unanswered questions, I believe. Amen! 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

FIRST LESSON        Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 (TIB) 

  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have failed to be an obedient church. 

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 

we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 

and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Silence for personal confession. 

  

ANTHEM 

“Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace” arr. by Peter Niedmann      

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, let me sow faith. Where there is despair, let me 
sow hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, let me sow joy. O Divine 
Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as 
to understand, to be loved, as to love. For it is giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Lord, make me an instrument 
of thy peace. 

  

SERMON                                       

“Cynicism is Counterfeit Wisdom”          

  

SCRIPTURE READING         James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Words: Josh Sumter 

Music: TULANE. Josh Sumter, 2021 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY & DOXOLOGY, NO. 94                                             LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 

 

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP                                          P. 562                

 



 

BENEDICTION  
  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                  

“Grand Choeur on AUSTRIA” by Richard Purvis  

  

  

  

  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Preacher: Rev. Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor 

  Music:  Rev. Seth O’Kelgey-Gibson, Pastor of Worship & Music 

    Josh Sumter, Music Associate & Organist  

    Parish Adult Choir, Carillon Handbells 

     

       

  

Flowers in the Sanctuary are Given to the Glory of God by Nancy Vath in honor of her grandchildren 

 Madeleine and Keegan  

and  

in memory of Jo an Baur in her good life from Lee Baur, Suzanne and Stuart Baur. 

  

 

 (Lyrics reprinted under CCLI #1524077) 


