
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING VOLUNTARY 

Meditation on “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ” by Gerre Hancock 
  

                                                            

The Trinity Chimes, the three chimes heard at the opening of the worship service, represent God our Creator,  

Jesus Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                               

Jesus says, “I am the Way for you.” 

And so we come to follow Christ. 

Jesus says, “I am the Truth for you.” 

And so we come to dwell in the light. 

Jesus says, “I am the Life for you.” 

And so we come, leaving behind all else to which we cling. 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                              P. 568 

“Christ for the World We Sing” vs. 1, 3, 4   

Christ for the world we sing, 

The world to Christ we bring, 

With loving zeal; 

The poor, and them that mourn, 

The faint and overborne, 

Sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 

Whom Christ doth heal. 

  

 

Welcome! We pray that worship at First United Methodist Church is a blessing for you, even as your presence blesses 

us. Since we are currently under pandemic protocols, our time together will differ from our services in the past. Wireless 

hearing aids are available from the ushers. If the last year has taught us anything, it is that being together to worship 

God is an enormous blessing.  
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Christ for the world we sing, 

The world to Christ we bring, 

With one accord; 

With us the work to share, 

With us reproach to dare, 

With us the cross to bear, 

For Christ our Lord. 

 

Christ for the world we sing, 

The world to Christ we bring, 

With joyful song; 

The newborn souls, whose days, 

Reclaimed from error’s ways, 

Inspired with hope and praise, 

To Christ belong. 

 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                             

We believe in God, the Almighty 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead, 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God Almighty.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end.  

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

  



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

CONFESSION AND PARDON             

Loving God, it is easy for us to say that we will follow you; and then turn our backs and 
act as though our commitment to you does not mean anything to us. Jesus challenges us 
to take up our crosses, and when we don’t understand what that means, we just shrug 
and turn away. Forgive us for our lack of commitment and faith. Heal us of our greed 
and fears. Give us courage to be disciples and enable us to joyfully proclaim your healing 
mercies and your transformational love. Amen. 

  

Silence for personal confession. 

  

ANTHEM 

“Valediction” arr. by David Conte      
  

GOSPEL READING                                                      Mark 8:27-38 

  

SERMON                                       

“No Matter What You May Say”          
  

BAPTISMAL VOWS 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world,  

and repent of your sin? I do.  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression  

in whatever forms they present themselves? I do.  

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,  

and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church, which Christ opened to all 
people? I do.  

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit  

you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

  

Words: Josh Sumter 

Music: TULANE. Josh Sumter, 2021 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY & DOXOLOGY, NO. 94                                             LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 

 

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP                                          P. 415                

“Take Up Thy Cross”   

Take up thy cross, the Savior said, if thou wouldst my disciple be; 
Deny thyself, the world forsake, and humbly follow after me. 
 
Take up thy cross, let not its weight fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 
His strength shall bear thy spirit up, and brace thy heart and nerve thine arm. 
 
Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, nor let thy foolish pride rebel; 
Thy Lord for thee the cross endured, to save thy soul from death and hell. 
 
Take up thy cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
For only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

BENEDICTION  
  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                  

“Toccata on ORA LABORA (Come, Labor On)” by Gerre Hancock  

  

   

WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Preacher: Rev. Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor 

  Liturgists: Rev. Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor 

    Cara Weigel, Scripture Reader 

  Music:  Josh Sumter, Music Associate & Organist  

    Parish Adult Choir 

 

 (Lyrics reprinted under CCLI #1524077) 


